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 Emma 

by Jane Austen 
 
 
Emma is a novel about youthful hubris and the perils of misconstrued romance. As 
in her other novels, Austen explores the concerns and difficulties of genteel women 
living in Georgian-Regency England; she also creates a lively comedy of manners. 
 
Before she began the novel, Austen wrote, "I am going to take a heroine whom no 
one but myself will much like." In the very first sentence she introduces the title 
character as "Emma Woodhouse, handsome, clever, and rich." Emma, however, is 
also spoiled, headstrong, and self-satisfied; she greatly overestimates her own 
matchmaking abilities; she is blind to the dangers of meddling in other people's 
lives, and her imagination often leads her astray. (Summary by Wikipedia and 
Kara) 
 
 
Total running time: 15:57:40 
 
Read by Annie Coleman Rothenberg, Kara Shallenberg, and Laurie Anne Walden 
 
 
Cover image:  A View of Box Hill, Surrey, by George Lambert, 1733.  CD cover design by LA Walden. 
 
This Librivox recording is in the public domain and may be reproduced, distributed, or modified without 
permission.  For more information or to volunteer, please visit www.librivox.org. 
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